INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES OF PEI:

Giant Hogweed
Heracleum mantegazzianum
What are invasive
species?

HISTORY

Giant hogweed originally came from Asia. It was introduced to North America as an
Invasive species are species ornamental garden plant. It is now found in many provinces throughout Canada, as
that are introduced to an area well as a number of US states. There are only a couple of known sites on PEI, and all
outside of their native range. are contained within private gardens.
They can be introduced in- IDENTIFICATION
tentionally or unintentionally. Giant hogweed has several look-a-likes that grow in PEI, including: cow parsnip,

Why are invasive
species a problem?
Once they establish, invasive
plants can reproduce quickly
because they have no natural
predators or pathogens to
keep them in check, and they
often become the dominant
species in an ecosystem. This
can have devastating effects
on the environment. Invasive
species can displace native
plants by monopolizing
space, light, water and other
resources needed for growth.
They can completely alter
native plant communities and
drastically lower biodiversity. Invasive species can also
adversely affect the economy
and human health, and interfere with recreational activities.

woodland angelica, and Queen Anne’s lace. Here are a few features you can use to
positively identify giant hogweed:






Grows much taller than
the look-a-likes at 5 m
tall



Stems covered in coarse
hairs



Umbrella-shaped flowering portion can be
1.5m in diameter

Many white flowers
bloom in June-August



Hollow stem covered
with purple streaks and
spots

Leaves are deeply-lobed,
have sharply-jagged edges
and 3 leaflets



Seeds are oval-shaped
with 4 dark lines

CONCERN
Giant hogweed can have negative impacts on both the environment and human health. It is able to outcompete native plants by
monopolizing the light supply with its broad leaves and tall stem.
The sap of giant hogweed can cause severe photodermititis in humans. Contact with the sap on skin, coupled with exposure to UV
rays, can cause burning and blistering. The affected area may take
months to fully heal, and can remain sensitive for years.

Burns on a hand as a
result of contact with
giant hogweed

HABITAT
Giant hogweed likes moist soil and prefers full sun. It is known to grow in
freshwater wetlands, grasslands, disturbed areas, urban areas, and gardens.

CONTROL

How can you help?
Here are a few things you
can do to help stop the introduction and spread of alien
invasive species:





Learn more about invasive
species in PEI, including
how to identify species of
concern
Choose native species
whenever possible
Carefully inspect and
clean clothing, gear, animals, and vehicles before
visiting a new natural area



Never dump garden or
pond waste in a natural
area



When disposing of invasive species, they should
be placed in a clear or
dark plastic bag and taken
to Island Waste Management for incineration



Report a siting

The most effective method of control for giant hogweed is physically removing plants
and seeds. Removing seeds will ensure the existing plants cannot reproduce, because
giant hogweed produces seeds only once in it’s lifetime. Removal is best undertaken
early in the growing season when plants are small and manageable.
CAUTION: Proper protection must be worn to avoid contact with sap when handling
giant hogweed. Plants removed from a site should be placed in clear plastic bags and
allowed to dry in the sun for a week. Plants can then be transported to a local landfill.
It is important that native plants be planted where invasive species were removed
from to prevent future invasions.

GARDEN ALTERNATIVES
Try these plants in your garden as alternatives to giant hogweed:

Red elderberry (Sambucus racemosa) is native
to PEI. It grows to be 2-6ft, which is much shorter
than giant hogweed. However, like giant hogweed, it
produces clusters of small white flowers at the ends
of branches. These flowers yield red berries which
attract many forms of wildlife.
Spotted Joe-Pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum) is
native to PEI. It is much shorter than giant hogweed. It produces bunches of pink flowers at the tops of it’s stalks,
which are known to attract butterflies.
Alternate-leaf dogwood (Cornus alternifolia)
is native to PEI. It grows to be up to 25ft tall. It’s
oval-shaped leaves are alternately arranged and can
appear to form a circle around the end of branches.
Clusters of small white flowers form at the end of
branches, which give way to blue-black berries in the
fall. This tree can bring a dramatic feel to a garden
because it’s branches form distinct horizontal layers.

How to report:
If you think you have seen
this invasive alien species
on Prince Edward Island,
please report your sighting
to us by phone or e-mail
Phone: (902) 892-7513
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