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About the Council 

The PEIISC is a non-
profit group of individu-
als and organizations 
focused on the creation 
of a framework for the 
management of invasive 
species that threaten 
Prince Edward Island’s 
environmental, eco-
nomic and social health.  
 

The PEIISC is made up of 
volunteer representa-
tives from federal, pro-
vincial, municipal gov-
ernments, watershed 
groups and community 
members.  The PEIISC 
currently has 25 council 
members, including 
staff. 

Welcome!  

We hope everyone has been enjoying this 

beautiful PEI summer. It has been an ex-

citing one for the PEI Invasive Species 

Council so far.  We were able to hire two 

full-time technicians to help with our 

summer projects. Clay Cutting and Laura 

Mohan have been working to help man-

age priority invasive species since late 

May. Meet them at our future spotter’s 

invasive management event coming soon 

and read what they have been up to in 

the sections below! 

The council is putting together a spotter’s 

kit for our Invasive Species Spotters. If 

you would like to join our spotter’s net-

work please sign up with us here. We are 

in the process of reaching out to our cur-

rent spotters for their mailing addresses 

so we can mail the kits out when they are 

ready. If you haven't yet, please reach 

back out to us with your address!  

The PEIISC has been a whirlwind of activity 
since our last issue. Early in the growing 
season the PEIISC collaborated with the PEI 
Women’s Institute for their 50th annual 
roadside cleanup. We handed out invasive 
species rack cards with their cleanup bags 
at over 40 locations.  

Our team has been managing a variety of 

invasive species that threaten PEI’s natural 

landscape including: small-flowered jewel-

weed, Himalayan balsam, garlic mustard, 

Japanese knotweed, yellow flag iris, yellow 

arch angel, glossy buckthorn, Japanese 

beetles and of course, giant hogweed. 

Two of our staff got certified in first aid, 

including our coordinator Erica who also 

got her Level I & II chainsaw certification!  

At recent events we have gotten the 

chance to meet many of our spotters and 

hear about your personal experiences with 

invasives! We would like to remind every-

one that August is tree check month in 

Canada! We encourage you to get out and 

monitor trees for signs of damage in your 

area. If you find anything interesting please 

reach out. We would be happy to help you 

determine if a tree is declining due to an 

invasive species.  If you have found an in-

sect you are concerned about, please hold 

onto it and try to photograph it.  

 

Check out the new Buy Local, Burn Local 

section of our webpage to learn more.  

  

PEI Invasive Species Council Newsletter 

EDDMapS is a web-based mapping 

system used to document invasive 

species distribution across PEI. Use 

either the website or smartphone 

app to make reports of invasive spe-

cies sightings. No data is necessary in 

the field! The reports will go into an 

upload que for you to submit later 

when connected to the internet.  You 

can also make reports on the website 

and find distribution maps there. 

Check out both methods! All reports 

that are mapped are verified by our 

team. Visit EDDMapS.org! 

 

This Summer... 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZBII1cjj1Qj6R9-OFGDI6gXAJ4AFN85uf10tXZXOjpp3LKA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://peiinvasives.com/dont-move-firewood/home/
https://www.eddmaps.org/
https://www.eddmaps.org/
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Giant Hogweed 

Management  
There has been quite a buzz about 

Giant Hogweed on PEI this summer, 

and we have appreciated the public’s 

desire to track down these plants.  

This summer the PEIISC and PEIWA 

Invasive Species Action Team have 

been working collaboratively to man-

age this hazardous invasive.  

The largest infestation site found on 

PEI has been fully treated for the 

season. Many long, sweaty days 

have been spent in the field remov-

ing the Hogweed plants. Our main 

management strategy this year in-

volved getting suited up in full pro-

tective gear, digging up the plants to 

remove as much of the root system 

as possible and then bagging them 

for disposal offsite.  

Over the past few weeks, the plants 

have grown too large to feasibly re-

move, and so management has 

switched to the removal of flower/

seed heads only. Around 90% of the 

plants in the area were carefully dug 

out by our team, leaving only a few 

large plants left. We will return to 

the site every couple of weeks to clip 

more seed heads.  

Although this is exhausting work, it is 

extremely rewarding to see the re-

sults of a cleared patch of ground 

where hundreds of Hogweed plants 

once stood. Management will be 

ongoing for several years, but the 

work put in this year has made a sig-

nificant dent in the largest Giant 

Hogweed infestation on the island! 

Yellow Flag Iris 

Management  
Yellow Flag Iris a serious wetland 

invader that has been escaping from 

gardens across PEI into waterways.  

This year thanks to the Wildlife Con-

servation Fund we had the oppor-

tunity to add a new technique to 

PEI’s repertoire, benthic matting!   

This technique involves placing a 

matt at the bottom of a water body 

to keep the plant submerged with-

out light or oxygen which can result 

in its eradication in as quickly as 

three months (if the conditions are 

waterlogged for the whole period). 

The root of the yellow flag iris prob-

lem is, well... the root! To be specific, 

the root system, which is made up of 

a dense network of rhizomes that 

can have up to 100 flowering plants 

connected. This systems encroaches 

an average of 10 inches into the wa-

ter every year, by collecting sedi-

ment and hardening the bank. This 

displaces native vegetation, and re-

duces the amount of standing water 

which ultimately harms our local 

wildlife due to the loss of habitat and 

food availability.  

We are very grateful for the Wildlife 

Conservation Fund’s support and 

thank all who have supported this 

fund by purchasing a hunting/

trapping/fishing license or a PEI con-

servation licence plate.  

FIND US ONLINE 

For more information on the PEIISC, 

identification and management fact-

sheets, and helpful links, check out 

our website:  www.peiinvasives.ca 

You can also find us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter! 

Oak Wilt — On the Horizon 

PEI’s arboreal emblem, the beautiful Red Oak, is susceptible to a rapidly en-

croaching fungal disease. Oak Wilt is responsible for the death of hundreds of 

thousands of Oak trees each season across the eastern United States. Red Oak is 

the most dramatically affected oak species and, once infected, will be killed 

within one year. Oak Wilt Disease is not yet present in Canada. Monitor Oaks on 

your property for signs of disease. Starting from the top of the tree, leaves will 

begin to brown, wilt, and shed (usually beginning in July). 
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FURRY FRIENDS SPOTLIGHT 
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SKY — Laura’s Furry Friend 

Sky is a high energy guy that loves to sit in the grass and hunt bugs. He is vocal and is always talking to his mom 

about his day. Sky is kept on a leash as cats can become invasive and have impacts on bird populations, he loves 

to watch the birds from afar. While on leash he got caught up in some Japanese Knotweed plants in downtown 

Charlottetown and was lost for awhile, because of this, we want to remind the public to watch your animals are 

not outdoors on leashes during get-togethers, as the leash can go missing with them! Sky used his talking skills to 

get himself out of the trouble knotweed! He is back home with his mom now, hunting bugs in the grass and sun-

bathing.  

MIDNIGHT — Clay’s Furry Friend 

Meet Midnight, an 18-year-old mother of three who loves to lay out in the yard chewing on grass. Midnight’s full 

name is “Midnight Oreo Sapphire Gwesenheimer Landmark Islander Cutting'' which her owner gave to her when he 

was little. Her owner would like to warn others of the invasive plant Lily-of-the-valley (Convallaria majalis) as it is 

highly toxic to cats and spreads in gardens, luckily Midnights yard is lily free. The love she has been given has led to 

a long life, with more years ahead of her.  

QUEST — Kassidy’s Furry Friend  

Quest is a high energy pointing dog who loves to get outside and explore in long grass for birds and anything else 

that moves! When she returns home, her short fur makes it easy for her owner to look over for black-legged ticks, 

which are an invasive species on the rise. Quest has been lucky to have had no ticks attached yet, however her 

owner remains vigilant due to the risk of disease they pose. We encourage you to visit etick.ca to learn more about 

what to do when you might find a tick on you or your furry friend! 

Click to View 

PEI Invasive Species Certifi-

cate Program (Level 1)  

...or find it on our website:  

Resources/PEI Invasive Species 

Certificate 

Buy Local, Burn Local Campfire Wood 

This is a friendly reminder from the PEI Invasive Species Council that it’s never a 
good idea to take wood across the provincial boundary. We encourage locals to 
buy their wood as close as possible to their burn site. Limiting  the movement of 
wood across the province will slow the spread of invasives if they do arrive, this 

improvise the chances of getting rid of them entirely. 

CHARLIE — Beth’s Furry Friend  

Charlie, is Beth’s adorable little adventurer. Thankfully, Beth is well aware of the risks that some plants can pose to 

our furry companions because Charlie was recently caught nibbling on some baneberry!! Baneberry is a deadly 

native species, as little as six berries could have been fatal. Beth rushed over to stop her before she ate them, but 

it’s a good reminder to us all to keep an eye on our pets while they are out exploring. Bittersweet nightshade 

(Solanum dulcamara) is another poisonous plant to lookout for, it is an invasive low growing vine that is wide-

spread on PEI. Its leaves are poisonous and it’s purple flower gives way to poisonous, green egg-shaped berries 

which turn into an attractive red colour once ripe. 

FRANKIE — Erica’s Furry Friend  

Meet Frankie! Frankie loves to eat bindweed on Erica’s property in Little Pond. Did you know that goats can eat 

many invasive species? Including jewelweed, Himalayan Balsam and marsh hedge nettle? Frankie is loving her meal 

of bindweed in the photo below. Along with supplying milk used to make soap for friends and family, Frankie is a 

super invasive plant eater as well.  

https://www.etick.ca/
https://peiinvasives.com/pei-invasive-species-certificate/
https://peiinvasives.com/pei-invasive-species-certificate/
https://peiinvasives.com/bittersweet-nightshade/

